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BRIEF SUGGESTIONS FROM SCHOOL EXPERIENCES 



Fragmentary notes of certain activities and incomplete experi- 
ments in the school, which illustrate the principle of flexibility in 
schedule and curriculum, are given here in the hope that there may 
be something suggestive in them for other schools. Certainly, in 
every school there are unrealized opportunities for the widening of 
experience. 

The Toy Shop and the Schedule 

There is value for children in working for a larger commun- 
ity than the grade or school community for which they usually work. 
This is the motive which prompted the establishment of the Santa 
Claus Toy Shop,* in which, each December, hundreds of old toys are 
repaired, to be sent to children who otherwise would lack Christmas 
gifts. This year the work was done as a school project, in school 
hours, instead of as an after-school piece of work performed by 
conscientious volunteers. The result was a great increase in output, 
including the making of hundreds of new toys. 

In order to accomplish this, the schedule of the entire school 
was changed. For two weeks preceding the Christmas recess, all 
gymnasium classes and handwork classes were given up. A special 
schedule was arranged, which for these two weeks brought all of 
the academic work into the morning hours. The afternoons were 
reserved for the rehearsal of Christmas music and for the Toy 
Shop. From noon on, the school was no school in the accepted 
sense : it was not a place where children were reciting and studying 
the approved subject-matter of an academic course of study. It was a 
factory, producing four thousand toys in two weeks' time. Every 
child above the second grade was a worker in the factory, having 
his hours of work recorded and receiving his pay at the end of the 
two weeks in the currency described in a former article on this 
subject.* No overtime work was done except by the high school 
and faculty foremen. 

The advantage of this plan for the Toy Shop was that every 
member of the school made a real contribution toward filling the 



«Pm> The School Shop anil the Christina* Spirit, p. 21, in Vol. I, The Social 
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needs not only of the small school community, but also of other 
institutions, and of individuals who are victims of the present social 
order. The school authorities felt that the educative results of the 
plan justified the task of rearranging programs. 

The Study of Current Interests in the High School 

The school believes that high school children need as vivid, 
accurate knowledge as is possible of the affairs and events of the 
world. For the last two years an experiment has been carried on in 
the high school for the purpose of enabling all the pupils to have one 
period a week for a more complete discussion of current events 
than can be made by casual reference in occasional classes. Six 
groups were organized to study current problems, and the pupils 
elected their groups according to their interests. There are groups 
in current events, in political and industrial science, in music, in 
art and in current literature. There has been some outcome of the 
work in morning exercises. Some high school boys, who met weekly 
in a current events group, were interested and somewhat bewildered 
by the extravagant contradiction and accusations which were made 
in discussions of the Russian situation. With the help of the faculty 
leader, these boys examined much of the literature that had been 
issued by friends and enemies of the Soviet government. In a 
morning exercise, they presented the result of their work to the 
school, giving, without partisanship, an outline of the Russian form 
of government, and the arguments advanced for and against it. 
The result to the school was of course not measurable, but surely 
it is healthy for the children to hear from their comrades clear, 
fair, illuminating discussion of a topic usually befogged by preju- 
dice and misunderstanding. The art group has planned an exercise 
to illustrate the tendencies shown in the work of modern American 
artists. The music group is collecting material from a number of 
magazine articles on the subject of war-time music. They discussed 
community singing and other points of current interest in music, 
especially the perennial and ever-burning question, "what is good 
music?" The natural science group has made excursions into the 
park to study the flora of the neighborhood. In the article on 
Adaptation in the Content of High School Science, in this volume, 
the work of the industrial science group is discussed. Many of 
the groups have not given morning exercises, but it is the object 
of this work, done in school time and included in every child's pro- 



